An outsider can be defined as a person who does not really fit in. Another definition is someone that feels left out. There are many feelings that may arise as a result of being an outsider such as loneliness, rejected, and depression. There are many places where someone can start to feel like an outsider, unwanted. Like at school, in there community, and country. Some reasons in becoming an outsider would be if there challenged, race, weight, or religion. But there are many other reasons why. As you can see there are many reasons how an ordinary person can become an outsider.

     
Also, there are different types of outsiders, such as who choose to become an outsider and those who don’t choose to. There are also insiders and border liners. An insider is a person who believes they fit in everywhere. Border liners, can be described as a rebel or people who do not fit in everywhere.  

Lastly, if I were to pick which one I am, I would have to pick a border liner. The reason why is because I do not seem to fit in everywhere. 
On the other hand, stereotyping can cause someone to feel like an outsider. A stereotype can be defined as a person’s opinion of someone before they’ve even met. An example of a stereotype is how one of my dad’s friends was. It all started sophomore year, he was pretty wimpy and had decided to join the wrestling team. But there was a price. He started to get stereotyped because he had gotten really buff. The stereotype was if you were really buff. Eventually he moved schools. But he and my dad still stayed in touch. Turns out he got a PhD and    became a doctor.

Another example comes from the book                  The Outsiders. In the book Cherry says “I’ll bet you think the Socs have it made. The rich kids, the West-side Socs. I'll tell you something, Ponyboy, and it may come as a surprise. We have troubles you've never even heard of. You want to know something?" She looked me straight in the eye. "Things are rough all over." When Ponyboy judges all Socs are bad. So, to break down the phrase “Things are rough all over.”

It means that wherever you will have hard times.  


In fact, stereotypes are also explored in C.Adiches TED talks, called “A Danger of a Single Story.” In this presentation she discusses how she thought books were supposed to be written. She believed that books were supposed to have characters that were white, blue eyed, and ate apples. When she used to live back in Africa she only got a hold of books with white people, but this can lead to a danger because people who read these books of different race will start to think that white people are more important.    

Despite stereotypes, epiphanies challenge individuals to become better people. An epiphany can be defined as a sudden transformation within yourself. An example of an epiphany is a guy named Percy. Percy lived in a small town near central Colorado, and ran a pretty simple life. From there he moved to Texas, got married and had two kids.

Before, the epiphany had happened he would always get boozed up, use drugs, and beat both his children. But one day he was caught using drugs and was jailed. During his jail time he had an epiphany due to the rough life in jail. By the time he got out of jail, he was a whole other person. Drinking and drugs were a thing of the past. Although, he only got to see his children once a month, he treated them much differently.
In addition to Percy, there is also an example of an epiphany in the book The Outsiders. Johnny Cade is a character who goes from zero to hero. Before Johnny’s epiphany he was just sensitive, nervous wreck. His epiphany all began at the church when he experienced the sunset and Ponyboy began to recite “Nothing Gold Can Stay” By: Robert Frost. With this he learned that the poem had meant that when you’re younger you’re golden and have more to live for. Long live Johnny Cade.


All and all, Learning about outsiders, stereotypes, and epiphanies has helped me to “Become Human.” Learning about this has made me have an epiphany about how I think. I used to stereotype all the time but after this experience I will not be judging people by what they do or look like, But if I really know them.                                    “Stay gold, Ponyboy…Stay gold…”    
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